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San Jose to Merced Project Section:
FRA's General Conformity Determination Available for Public

Comment Until December 27, 2021

Dear Stakeholder:

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) is advancing the environmental review of the San Jose to Merced
Section of the California HSR System pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 (also known as “NEPA Assignment”), under which it
has assumed the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) environmental review responsibilities. However, under
NEPA Assignment, FRA remains responsible for making General Conformity Determinations under the Clean Air Act.
Today, FRA is making the draft General Conformity Determination for the California High-Speed Train System, San
Jose to Merced Section available for public review and comment for 30 days.

You may:

Review the notice for the draft General Conformity Determination which provides information on the document
and how to submit comments;
Directly access the draft General Conformity Determination for review; and
Submit your comments related to the draft General Conformity Determination

by going to: https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2021-25805/draft-general-conformity-determination-for-
the-california-high-speed-rail-system-san-jose-to-merced.

To view this email as a web page, go here.

http://click.hsr-email.com/?qs=21a43075320f8267b87c30a382ce4335c26b75d8cf894cc4880416924cb3ffc3d436ce125e0878f55752081019db81823185a5c8f01b4a5b
http://view.hsr-email.com/?qs=a00792efe625618da2b818b5859c0f9d351c9a6d069123529d1199a51fd6faf8ddeae37a0640a6b70f4a08f4016a977d1b5ceec822023bd7a5fc982222c310fffc44728c8fe5ba65b9a9f7bf184fa9ad


 

Click to Learn, Review, & Comment

FRA’s analysis of the potential emissions from the San Jose to Merced Section, completed in close collaboration with
the Authority, found that construction period emissions would exceed the General Conformity de minimis threshold for
Nitrogen Dioxide (NOx), a precursor for ozone.  However, operation of the project would result in an overall reduction
of regional emissions of all applicable air pollutants and would not cause a localized exceedance of an air quality
standard.  Conformance of the project with Clean Air Act requirements will be accomplished through emission
reductions of the NOx emissions, consistent with applicable regulatory requirements. 

FRA will consider all relevant comments it receives before issuing a final General Conformity Determination. Although
the Authority is assisting FRA by disseminating notice of the availability of the draft General Conformity Determination
through this email, the Authority is not accepting comments on behalf of FRA. FRA cannot ensure consideration of any
comment that is not submitted via www.regulations.gov.

All comments must be received by December 27, 2021.
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