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February 2, 2023 
 
Stephanie Moreno 
Executive Director 
Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District  
888 N. First Street, Suite 204 
San Jose, CA 95112 
 
Dear Ms. Moreno, 
 
This letter outlines the understanding of the terms and objectives of the consulting engagement between Eide 
Bailly LLP (Eide Bailly) and Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District (GCRCD) for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2023. 
 
Our engagement will be performed under the Statements on Standards for Consulting Services issued by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). We will not provide audit, review, compilation or 
financial statement preparation services to any historical or prospective financial information or provide 
attestation services under the AICPA Statements on Standards for Attestation Engagements and assume no 
responsibility for any such information. 
 
You will provide us, as promptly as possible, all requested information and documentation reasonably deemed 
necessary or desirable by us in connection with the engagement. You represent and warrant that all information 
and documentation provided or to be provided to us is true, correct and complete, to the best of your 
knowledge and belief. We are authorized to rely upon such information and documentation without 
independent investigation or verification. 
 
We are not required to, and will not, verify the accuracy or completeness of the information you will provide to 
us for the engagement or otherwise gather evidence for the purpose of expressing an opinion or a conclusion. 
Accordingly, we will not express an opinion or a conclusion nor provide any assurance on the financial 
statements. 
 
Our engagement cannot be relied upon to identify or disclose any financial statement misstatements, including 
those caused by fraud or error, or to identify or disclose any wrongdoing within the entity or noncompliance 
with laws and regulations. 
 
Scope of Work 
 
We will provide accounting support to prepare for the bi-annual audit, which will include reconciling all balance 
sheet accounts in accordance with GASB standards. 
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We will not assume management responsibilities on behalf of GCRCD. GCRCD’s management 
understands and agrees that any advice or recommendation we may provide in connection with our 
engagement are solely to assist management in performing its responsibilities. 
 
GCRCD’s management is responsible for (a) making all management decisions and performing all 
management functions; (b) assigning a competent individual to oversee the services; (c) evaluating the 
adequacy of the services performed; (d) evaluating and accepting responsibility for the results of the 
services performed; and (e) establishing and maintaining internal controls, including monitoring ongoing 
activities. 
 
Our responsibilities and limitations of the engagement are as follows: 
 

• We will perform the services in accordance with applicable professional standards. 

• The nonattest services are limited to the services previously outlined above. Our firm, in its 
sole professional judgment, reserves the right to refuse to do any procedure or take any 
action that could be construed as making management decisions or assuming management 
responsibilities, including determining account coding and approving journal entries. Our 
firm will advise GCRCD with regard to tax positions taken in the preparation of the tax 
return, but GCRCD must make all decisions with regard to those matters. 

 
Other 
 
If you intend to publish or otherwise reproduce the financial statements and make reference to our 
firm, you agree to provide us with printers’ proofs or masters for our review and approval before 
printing. You also agree to provide us with a copy of the final reproduced material for our approval 
before it is distributed.  
 
During the course of the engagement, we will only provide confidential engagement documentation to 
you via Eide Bailly’s secure portal or other secure methods, and request that you use the same or similar 
tools in providing information to us. Should you choose not to utilize secure communication 
applications, you acknowledge that such communication contains a risk of the information being made 
available to unintended third parties. Similarly, we may communicate with you or your personnel via e-
mail or other electronic methods, and you acknowledge that communication in those mediums contains 
a risk of misdirected or intercepted communications. 
 
Should you provide us with remote access to your information technology environment, including but 
not limited to your financial reporting system, you agree to (1) assign unique usernames and passwords 
for use by our personnel in accessing the system and to provide this information in a secure manner; (2) 
limit access to “read only” to prevent any unintentional deletion or alteration of your data; (3) limit 
access to the areas of your technology environment necessary to perform the procedures agreed upon; 
and (4) disable all usernames and passwords provided to us upon the completion of procedures for 
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which access was provided. We agree to only access your technology environment to the extent 
necessary to perform the identified procedures. 
 
Regarding the electronic dissemination of your financial statements, including financial statements 
published electronically on your website or elsewhere, you understand that electronic sites are a means 
to distribute information and, therefore, we are not required to read the information contained in these 
sites or to consider the consistency of other information in the electronic site with the original 
document.  
 
Professional standards prohibit us from being the sole host and/or the sole storage for your financial 
and non-financial data. As such, it is your responsibility to maintain your original data and records and 
we cannot be responsible to maintain such original information. By signing this engagement letter, you 
affirm that you have all the data and records required to make your books and records complete. 
 
Cindy Byerrum is the engagement partner for the services specified in this letter. Responsibilities include 
supervising services performed as part of this engagement and signing or authorizing another qualified 
firm representative to approve release of the financial statements. 
 
We may be requested to make certain engagement documentation available to outside parties, 
including regulators, pursuant to authority provided by law or regulation or applicable professional 
standards. If requested, access to such documentation will be provided under the supervision of Eide 
Bailly LLP’s personnel.  
 
Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected documentation to the outside party, 
who may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies of information contained therein to others, including 
other governmental agencies. We will be compensated for any time and expenses, including time and 
expenses of legal counsel, we may incur in making such documentation available or in conducting or 
responding to discovery requests or participating as a witness or otherwise in any legal, regulatory, or 
other proceedings as a result of our Firm’s performance of these services. You and your attorney will 
receive, if lawful, a copy of every subpoena we are asked to respond to on your behalf and will have the 
ability to control the extent of the discovery process to control the costs you may incur. 
 
We may use third party service providers and/or affiliated entities (including Eide Bailly Shared Services 
Private Limited) (collectively, “service providers”) in order to facilitate delivering our services to you. Our 
use of service providers may require access to client information by the service provider. We will take 
reasonable precautions to determine that they have the appropriate procedures in place to prevent the 
unauthorized release of confidential information to others. We will remain responsible for the 
confidentiality of client information accessed by such service provider and any work performed by such 
service provider. 
 
Neither of us may use or disclose the other’s confidential information for any purpose except as 
permitted under this engagement letter or as otherwise necessary for Eide Bailly to provide the services.  
Your confidential information is defined as any information you provide to us that is not available to the 
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public.  Eide Bailly’s confidential information includes our documentation for this engagement. Our 
engagement documentation shall at all times remain the property of Eide Bailly LLP.  The confidentiality 
obligations described in this paragraph shall supersede and replace any and all prior confidentiality 
and/or nondisclosure agreements (NDAs) between us. 
 
You agree to share all facts that may affect your financial statements, even if you first become aware of 
those facts after the completion of our preparation of the financial statements. 
 
We agree to retain our documentation or work papers for a period of at least eight years from the date 
of the completion of our financial statement preparation procedures. 
 
Eide Bailly LLP is a member of HLB International, a worldwide organization of accounting firms and 
business advisors, (HLB). Each member firm of HLB, including Eide Bailly LLP is a separate and 
independent legal entity and is not owned or controlled by any other member of HLB. Each member 
firm of HLB is solely responsible for its own acts and omissions and no other member assumes any 
liability for such acts or omissions. Neither Eide Bailly LLP, nor any of its affiliates, are responsible or 
liable for any acts or omission of HLB or any other member firm of HLB and hereby specifically disclaim 
any and all responsibility, even if Eide Bailly LLP, or any of its affiliates are aware of such acts or 
omissions of another member of HLB. 
 
Eide Bailly, LLP has owners that are not licensed as certified public accountants as permitted under 
Section 5079 of the California Business Code. It is not anticipated that any of the non-licensee owners 
will be performing services for GCRCD. 
 
INDEMNITY 
 
You agree that none of Eide Bailly LLP, its partners, affiliates, officers or employees (collectively “Eide 
Bailly”) shall be responsible for or liable to you for any misstatements in your financial statements 
and/or tax return that we may fail to detect as a result of knowing representations made to us, or the 
concealment or intentional withholding of information from us, by any of your owners, directors, 
officers or employees, whether or not they acted in doing so in your interests or for your benefit, and to 
hold Eide Bailly harmless from any claims, losses, settlements, judgments, awards, damages and 
attorneys’ fees from any such misstatement, provided that the services performed hereunder were 
performed in accordance with professional standards, in all material respects. 
 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
The exclusive remedy available to you for any alleged loss or damages arising from or related to Eide 
Bailly’s services or relationship with you shall be the right to pursue claims for actual damages that are 
directly caused by Eide Bailly’s breach of this agreement or Eide Bailly’s violation of applicable 
professional standards.  In no event shall Eide Bailly’s aggregate liability to you exceed two times fees 
paid under this agreement, nor shall Eide Bailly ever be liable to you for incidental, consequential, 
punitive or exemplary damages, or attorneys’ fees. 
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TIME LIMITATION 
 
The nature of our services makes it difficult, with the passage of time, to gather and present evidence 
that fully and fairly establishes the facts underlying any Dispute.  We both agree that, notwithstanding 
any statute of limitations that might otherwise apply to a Dispute, it is reasonable that you may not 
bring any legal proceeding against us unless it is commenced within twenty-four (24) months 
(“Limitation Period") after the date when we deliver our report, return or other deliverable under this 
agreement to you, regardless of whether we do other services for you or that may relate to the agreed-
upon procedure report. 
 
The Limitations Period applies and begins to run even if you have not suffered any damage or loss, or 
have not become aware of the existence or possible existence of a Dispute. 
 
GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE  
 
Any Dispute between us, including any Dispute related to the engagement contemplated by this 
agreement, shall be governed by Minnesota law.  Any unresolved Dispute shall be submitted to a federal 
or state court located in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
 
FEES 
 
Our Fees are based on the amount of time required at various levels of responsibility, plus actual out-of-
pocket expenses for mileage or incidentals. We also charge half of our hourly rate for travel time. 
Invoices are payable upon presentation.  
 
We believe we can complete the necessary audit preparation for an amount not to exceed $15,000. Our 
fees for the engagement will be based on the following hourly rates, subject to change each July 1st by 
the regions CPI, and/or changes in staff positions.   
 

   

Staff Level Hourly Rate 

Partner $245 

Senior Manager $215 

Manager $195 

Certified Payroll Professional $195 

Senior and Associate $165/135 
 

 

   

 
In addition, we will be compensated for any time and expenses, including time and expenses of legal 
counsel, we may incur in conducting or responding to discovery requests or participating as a witness or 
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otherwise in any legal, regulatory, or other proceedings as a result of our Firm’s performance of these 
services. You and your attorney will receive, if lawful, a copy of every subpoena we are asked to respond 
to on your behalf and will have the ability to control the extent of the discovery process to control the 
costs you may incur. 
 
Should our relationship terminate before the financial statement preparation procedures are, you will 
be billed for services to the date of termination. All bills are payable upon receipt. A service charge of 1% 
per month, which is an annual rate of 12%, will be added to all accounts unpaid 30 days after billing 
date. If collection action is necessary, expenses and reasonable attorney’s fees will be added to the 
amount due. 
 
If GCRCD hires any of the staff working on this engagement, GCRCD agrees to reimburse Eide Bailly LLP a 
one-time fee of fifty percent (50%) of the staff member’s annual compensation to cover recruitment and 
training costs. 
 

Premium Rates 
A 5% premium is applied to the above standard rate schedule for all services provided for payroll, 
employment taxation, and CalPERS reporting. 
 

Services 
Our services will be provided remotely. Staff will visit District offices upon request, which would be 
billed for actual costs.    
 

Travel 
We charge for general travel expenses, mileage at the Standard IRS rate, and travel time at 50% hourly 
rates.  
 
ASSIGNMENTS PROHIBITED 
 
You shall not assign, sell, barter or transfer any legal rights, causes of actions, claims or disputes you may 
have against Eide Bailly to any person. 
 
Please sign and return the attached copy of this letter to indicate your acknowledgment of, and 
agreement with, the arrangements for our preparation of the financial statements including our 
respective responsibilities. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to be your certified public accountants and look forward to working with 
you and your staff. 
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Respectfully, 
 
 

 
 
Cindy Byerrum, CPA 
Partner 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
This letter correctly sets forth our understanding. 
 
Acknowledged and agreed on behalf of GCRCD by:  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


